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About Biochemist rv 

BIOCHEMISTRY was founded by the American 
Chemical Society in 1962, in response to requests 
by members of the biochemical community. 
Its wide acceptance is indicated by the fact that 
after two years, the subscriptions to the journal 
are a t  the 4000 mark, and still increasing, and 
that the number of meritorious manuscripts re- 
ceived has necessitated an expansion from bi- 
monthly to monthly publication, and from ap- 
proximately 1200 pages in 1963 to an estimated 
1800 pages in 1964. 

It is the aim of BIOCHEMISTRY to publish results 
of original research in all recognized or developing 
areas of fundamental biochemistry. Authors need 
not be members of the American Chemical 
Society in order to publish in BIOCHEMISTRY. 
Manuscripts are independently reviewed by two 
referees chosen on the basis of their competence. 
Authors are encouraged to recommend referees 
whom they consider most qu&ed to judge the 
merit of their manuscript. If the editor be- 
lieves that a manuscript has not received adequate 
review, or if the referees submit conflicting recom- 
mendations, the manuscript may be submitted 
to a member of the Board of Associate Editors 
for advice and independent judgment. This 
system of review, relying on a large number of 
specialists, has been used with success by several 
of the fundamental journals published by the 
American Chemical Society. 

Every effort is being made to process manu- 

scripts with dispatch. On the average, manu- 
scripts are published three and a half months 
after acceptance. While BIOCHEMISTRY does 
not publish preliminary communications, the 
processing of shorter papers dealing with im- 
portant and timely observations is being acceler- 
ated so that they may be published within two 
months or less after acceptance. 

Like other fundamental journals published by 
the American Chemical Society, BIOCHEMISTRY 
levies a page charge ($25 per page) to help defray 
its publication deficit. Paymen.t of the page charge 
is not a condition for publication, as articles are 
accepted or rejected only on the basis of merit, 
and neither the editors nor the referees have 
any knowledge as to who will and who will not 
pay the charge. Billing is done only after the 
manuscript has been accepted. It is recognized 
that, in many instances, grants do not include 
explicit funds for the cost of publication, in terms 
of page charges. Authors working under such 
grants will not be expected to pay the charge. 
It is anticipated, however, that authors will 
include a request for page charge payments in new 
grant proposals. Any questions pertaining to 
the page charge should be addressed to the 
Director of the Fundamental Journals Division 
of the American Chemical Society, 1155 Sixteenth 
St. N. W., Washington, D. C. 20036. All 
questions pertaining to editorial policies should be 
addressed to the editor. 
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